


eee er Bar +O tra se Sone 


2 att Tee F 








Beeeee . SSR SASF Ome Seasse 


Py 








CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE 


AND UNIVERSALIST MISCELLANY. 


























VOL. 4. “VE SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH, AND THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YoU FREF.”—Jesus Christ. NO. 13. 
- PROVIDENCE, &.1. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24,1327. — 
eA AEE ALOR SAAT SE ————— —_ 








FRINTED AND PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, 


BZ JOHN S. GREENE, 
At No. 7, North Main-Street (third story.) 


Rev. DAVID PICKERING, Ebrror. 


TERMS.—The Caristian Telescope and Univer- 
salist Miscellany is pudlished every Saturday morn- 
ing, and printed on go0J p.per, with new type, in 
quirto forin of eight piges to each number, with a 
eomplete index at the close of the year; making in 
all ry pages to the volume. ; 

‘fac paper will be sant tosubscribers at $3 per year; 
or $2 if paid within six months from the time of sub- 
scribing. é : 

(> To subscribers who receive their papers by 
stares (not in the mail) an additional charge of 25 cts. 
will be made. : E ; 

{cP Subscribers who do not give notice of their 
wish to discontinue their papers, at least one mont. 
previous to the close of one volume, will be considered 
subscribers for the next, and their bills presonted ac- 
cordingly. f 

i” No subscriptions received for less than si: 
months; and n2 paper discontinued'till ell arrearage: 

id 








“oPrs s¢ who ar2, or may become agents for thie 
paper, will be allowed 12 1-2 cents for every subscriber 
abtained by them, and 6 1-4 per cent for all monies re- 
mitted by them to th Publisher. 








fHiscellancous. 


FROM THE LIBERALIST. 
AND FORGIVENZSS. 
{Continued froin page 90.} 

II. The doctrine of forgiveness. Neither Na- 
ture nor Scripture, is more replete with proofs 
that men ought to forgive each other, than both 
of them are, that God does forgive the sinner 
«were. God a viniietive » he» would 

toa himself on the transgressors oi 

jlaw. ferive, as we are all, transgressors of 
1, we should feel the weight of his dis- 
, manifested, and laid upom ws, in the 
of all his works. And if, as some 
, our sins are of an infinite natore, these 
ite sins, together with the vindictive spirit 
wh itfinite God, would combine to make us 
subjecipof infinite suffering. _ Hence, for- 
could form™no part of the Divine 
ter; it could not operate on the human 
‘pecies. And, therefore, our lives would be a 
sontinued series-ef misery, without the lea:t 
of happines j The fact 
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fens ao +4 a. 
objector, perha:s, may reply, 

i the sins of man be infinite, and the 
Divine Being vindictive, yet he 








and reserves his infinite punishment for the 
next. But we ask, does not justice, at all 
times, under like circumstances, make the 
same demands? And if she does, will not in- 
finite sin, in this world, demand an infinite 
punishment here as well as in the world to 
come? And if so, and the justice of God is 
vindictive, why does it not make its demands, 
lay the sinner un ler its penalties, and, to pun- 
ish him, make him infinitely wretched here ? 
That such is not the case, is fair proof that no 
infinite sin exists: and consequently none but 
what can be forgiven. We view men as sin- 
ners, in two different points; one class, remain 
in the practice of iniquity, from the want of a 
knowledge of their duty to God and man, and 
of what constitutes the great good. Or this 
class were those, of whom it is said, they sat 
in darkness, in the region of the valley of the 
shadow of death, And, of whom it is said, 
“the times of this ignorance God winked at ” 
Itis by no means surprising, that such should 
be forgiven, because their’s was a sin, origina- 
tinz, nots» much from a determinate dispo- 
sition to evil, as from ignorance, o1 good. We 
have, also, another class pointed out, of whom 
it is said, “‘ They are enemies to God;” a class 
that do not choose evil, because they are in 
darkness, but who choose darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds are evil. ‘Thereby 
resisting the ferce of truth, withstandinz every 
salutary admonition, for the purpose of grati- 
fying, to the greater extent, their wicked and 
vicious propensities. Such are those, whopre- 
fer darkness rather than light—error to truath— 
vice to virtue—evil to good. And whowil 


Ife of God, and enemies to him, b 
works. Such, if any, we should suppose, 


| tributes ; or the operations ef his grace; nor 


not come to the light, lest their deeds be re- 
proved. This class, is cousideréil, as being 
dead in trespasses and sins, alienated from the 


ment of vice. For the reward of their hands 
shall be given them. 

But amidst all his career of vice, of great 
blessings, the wicked man enjoys, are sure in- 
dications, infallible tokens, thatthese enemies 
shall be forgiven. And, in confirmation of 
this, many professto be, many, no doubt are 
in this would. The Scriptures make it the 
imperious duty of the Christian, to forgive his 
enemies, and, that God forgives his, is 
just as certain, because it formed the only 
ground, on which our Savior rested the duty 
of his tollowers to do so. As we have proved 
the doctrine of Universal punishment, we shall 
now attempt to prove the doctrine of Universal 
forgiveness. You will here, permit me to 
note wherein my views differ from the com- 
mon opinion. The common opinion is, 
that man repents and is forgiven, and, is 
consequently saved from punishment. My o- 
pinion is, that man is saved from sin, made 
acquainted wish God, repents, and is forgiv- 
en—Therefore, ‘‘through Jesus Christ is 
preached” not the remission of punisl.ment, 
but “the remission of sins.” God has prom- 
ised to forgive the sins of those that confess 
them—to pardun those that turn to him. The 
fulfilment of this promise, is, by Peter, made 
the test of God’s faithfulness. For he says, 
“if we confess our sins, God is faithful to for- 
|give us our sins.” ‘Therefore, if he should 
‘not forgive us, on confession, he would not 
be faithful. 1 do not expect, that all men will 
confess their sins, and experience the forgiv- 
ness of God, in this world.—But, as I cannot 
limit his nature, neither should 4-feel justifi- 
ed, in giving Timitsto the exereine ef hie at- 








yet to circumscribe his faithfulness to amy pre- 


y wicked | cise time ; nor yet to sappose, he will 


c 
the mode of his gevernment. I eg 















would be excluded from the effects of the Di-' that if God withdraw bis mercy from any, in 
vine clemency and forgivenéss. But, is this | the tuture world, he will be Jess mercifukthen 
the case? Examine for yourselves. Doesnot ; than he now is. If hewithdraw his love from 
nature for them prepare the same meatis of sur-j anv, he will be less a God of love. Thisis 
port, as she doves for others? For them, does | plain, for if he withdraw his mercy from alle 
the San rise and set, less frequently, and shine | would have no mercy. Consequently, if he 
less brilliantly, then for others? Do they | will withdraw his mercy from one half, he 
breathe an air, less pure, partake of food,dess | will be just half as mereiful as he now. is. 
zrateful to the palate, ee. to the sys- | This would effect a very important change im 
tem? Do they behold number of stars | the Divine character. This change I cannet 

: Ping | admit, because ‘the is God and changeth nat,” 












ind beautiful colors in the - Te pt | If. gh@refore ia this his love and. m 

‘aad, pres to the: et OF 8 Rot | which all admit; his love rey remaine 
| extended to his enemy? Nothing atthen | ing the same, in principle and quantity, will 

then is the difference een them, in point | lead ‘to the same result. Therefore, the dec- 

Wf enjoyment? We vi tual hap- | laration; “If we confess our sins, God is faith- 


ful to forgive us our sins,” will remain true 








y to the sinner, in this world 








intellectual misery on the other, as the punish- 





iness on the ene hatid, as reward of virtue, 
while a sinner remains in the universe. And 
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when the Almighty ceases to be faithful and his | fess our sins, 


CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE AND UNIVERSALIST MISCELLANY: 








and ask forgiveness, the more | these doctrines, that the danger must result 


attributes cease to be infinite. That all will | sinful, we should become—Hence, punishment | from the system that allures the guilty sinner 


confess to him, that all shall worship him, that 
all will render the glory, due to his name, are 
treths, so plainly stated, and so strongly insist-. 
ed on, in many parts of holy Scriptures, that 
I need. not detain you a moment for further 
proof. After having thus briefly brought for- 
ward and illustrated the doctrines of punish- 
ment and forgiveness, we arrive tothe follow- 
ing conclusions, viz. 1. Punishment is award- 


| would not remove the necessity of iorgiveness, 
‘and as punishment, comes before forgiveness, 
lof course forgiveness would not exclude the 
/punishment. A man burns his neighbor's 
'house, and for so doing, is shut up ten years 
‘in prison: Does his pnnishmont make amends 
to his neighbor, or the violated laws of his 
| country? He still needs forgiveness, and 
;how shall he obtain it? By confessing his. 


ed to every man, on the scale of strict and im- | fault, makiug all the restitution in his power, 


mutable justice, according to the wrong which | and becoming a better man. 


This and this 


he hath done. 2. As this sin or wrong is not | only, entitles him to forgiveness, and which he 
a debt, but acrime, justice holds her demand | needs, just as much after he has suffered the 
against, and will execute the penalty on the | penalty as he did before. 


person of the transzressor, alone. Conse- 
quently, that she will not, and cannot admit a 


| So far is punishment from being incompat- 
|ible with forgiveness, so far is one from be- 





to its embraces, his soul black with the dark- 
est crimes, with a fond expectation, of findin 

his iniquities all cancelled by the sufferings of 
another? andthe long score of sin and guilt’ 
erased, by the hand of forgiveness, and set to 
the account ofanother? Reflect on the cruel- 
ties and enormities, that have been practised 
under the sanction of such doctrines, and sat- 
ify yourselves. When our doctrine shall have 
produced One Hundred Thousandth part the 
evils, that theirs has, may God, in mercy to 
mankind, banish it to the shades of oblivion 


forever. 
MISSTON ARIES. 
We have lately seen in the newspapers the 
amount of donations for the Foreign Mission- 





substitute. 3. That any being that could suf ing calculated to remove the necessity of the|ary Society, and are exultingly told that 
fer must suffer as a man, hence, the sufferings | other, that punishment is awarded by the Al- $10€,900 have been given for this pious pur- 


of Christ, though he died tor a]! men,, relieves 
no one from the punishment due to his trans- 


| mighty on the sinner, not merely as a requit- 
}al for sin, but by giving him a knowledge of 


pose within the year, and that one of our most 
liberal citizens has given $25,000 to the Mis- 


gressions ; therefore, 4. Because all aresin-)jts character and consequences, to induce! sionary fund. We are sorry for it-—not that, 
ners, and because there is no respect of per-| him to forsake it; confess nis guilt, and seek | we deny the right of any man to ride his own 
sons with God, all must be punished for their | forgiveness. In this way, and in this way only, | hobby, or to spend his money in any way he 


sins, On the other hand, we have endeav- 
oured to prove, 1. From the known benevo- 
lence of Deity. 2. From the infinitude of 
his attributes and the immutability of his na- 
ture and his character, that all, however wick- 
ed, will, hereafter, be forgiven—which we 
have also corroborated by scripture proof We 
conclude then all men will be punished, all be 
forgiven. We will now proceed to inquire, 


3. Into the manner, in which punishment | 


and forgiveness operate on the same person, 
and, for the same act—On this particular, 1 
shall be brief. People have run into a gross 
error.on this subject, by supposing that pun- 
ishment makes amends for the violation of a 
law ; or that forgiveness, precludes punishment. 
For instance, you injure your friend—you con- 
fess it and he forgives you. Is not your anguish 
of mind, which in this case, is your puuish- 
ment, and precludes forgiveness, as great as 
though he had not forgiven you?’ When you 
realize, that you have wantonly injured a good 
map, a true friend—On the other hand, sup- 
pose you should not seek forgiveness, though 
@tung with guilt and remorse. Do you suppose 
this punishment would acquit you in the eyes 
of your friend, or that the time would ever ar- 
rive, when you would merit the forgiveness of 
your friend, merely, because you had been 
sevéraly punished? It could not be, he would 
prove that you less deserved it ; because, even 
under your sufferings, you refused to render 
him an act of justice and thus proved yourself 
still farther, ungrateful—Precisely so with 
the sinner—Our sin against God, consists in 
the abuse of his goodness and the violation of 
his law. Our punishment is a sense of our 
ingratitude to him, and the knowledge of hav- 
ing violated those sacred obligations, which 
should ever bind us to the performance of our 
duties to'God and man. Your own good sense 
will tell-you, that the longer we refuse, under 
a sense of this guilt and condemnation, to con- 


can punishment become salutary and disci- 
iplmary. These few ideas will serve to ex- 
| plain the reasons why both these principles 
| operate in thesame case. And you will, now, 
inquire, whether this doctrine be scriptural.— 
For proof, [ offer you first, the declaration of 
Moses, that God forgiveth transgression, iniq- 
uity and sin, and will by no means, clear the 
guilty. In this case the sinner must be pun- 
ished and forgiven. Because, he that com- 
| mits these offences must be guilty, yet, though 
God will not clear or acquit him, he forgives 
his offences. 2. I offer you the declaration 
of the Almighty, by the mouth of his prophet 
Isaiah, “‘ Speak ye comfortably of Jerusalem, 
say unto her that her warfare is accomplished, 
that her iniquity is pardoned for she hath re- 
received at the Lord’s hands double for all her 
sins.” Here then we have a case of pardon, 
extended to the Jews, not to relieve them 
from a just punishment, but the very reason 
of which was that they nad been punished 
severcly for their sins, and had in consequence, 
reformed. What a comment are all these facts, 
on the doctrines of the day. Doctrines that 
teach, that, in order te obtain the favour and 
forgiveness of God, an innocent person, yea, 
horrid as the idea may, even God himself, 
must suffer and die, as a punishment or guilty 
men ; asasubstitute for us. Doctrines, whose 
adherents accuse us of giving unbounded li- 
cence to iniquity. But how stands the case? 
We suppose every man accountable and a- 
aealels to justice fr his sins. They, that 
the believers in their doctrines, are relieved 
from such responsibility by a surety. We be- 
lieve, according to the doctrine of the text, 
that every man that doeth wrong, shall be 
punished for his sins, on the scale of justice ; 
they, that becoming believers, the punisment 
justly due to themselves, has fallen on anoth- 
er. Can any fail of discerning, that if 
there be any to society from either of 








pleases, but we conscientiously believe that 
the results are not commensurate with the 
cost. We have expenses, outfits, and annual 
ly salaries for Missionaries with their wives 
and familiesto India—to the Sandwich Islands, 
and the remote quarters of the globe. They 
have probably done some good; but is it 
equivalent to the expense? Have we not im 
our own country full employment for all these 
Missionaries and their vast fund? 

Look at the vast sum raised in England and 
in this country, to convert the Jews, and ob 
serve the number of missionaries. Each con- 
vert cost $1000, and there is not one worth 
purchasing at this rate. 
that they mistake the nature and application 
of charity, altogether, as contained in ay 
scriptures. T'emporal charity, judiciousl 
distributed, cannot fail of making religion 
converts. Go to our orphan asylums, wido 
societies, and other benevolent institutions—.. 
go among the poor ‘and miserable throughout. 
our country—feed them, clothe them, k 
them from the “‘peltings of the pitiless storm,” 
and we shall do more substantial good thai, 
expending $100,000 to fit our missionaries fo, 
the Sandwich Islands, or Nootka Sound. _ 

N. ¥. Enq. * 


RUM ANECDOTE. ‘ 

To show in what estimation the primitire 
settlers of New England held the se 
and use of ardent spirits, the history of the first 
barrel of rum ever brought into Norwalk, Cont. 
is here subjoined. A packet master had 
turned from Boston, and it was noised The” 


“shail $ 












that he had bronght a barrel of rum. 
civil authority, the select men, and 
inhabitants of the town came 
quired if the thing was so. 

'Fhey declared with one voice, “You 
SARWEL of Row!” Tt will corapt our 
BARR um! It wi ‘ 

als and be our Lndoing._Adlewr Cheserea? 





Our complaint is, _ 
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ADVICE TO THE Yours. 

If you would have esteem you mast deserve 
it. You must cultivate your iutellectual pow- 
ers. You must read. if I were to give di- 
rections on this point, [ should say, remember 
always that the Bible is the frst and the best ot 
books. ‘The great Selden found more satis- 
faction in this, than in the whole of his im- 
mense library. ‘The king of Sicily once said, 
“T hold my bible dearer than my kingdom.— 
If I must quit either, it should be my diadem.” 
It was the opinion uf the American statesman 
and orator, Mr. Ames, “That no man can be 
truly learned or eloquent, who does not study 
the Scriptures!” Much lesscan he betruly pi- 
ous. Read some portion o fthe Bible ther, 
daily, carefully, prayerfully. Read other val- 
uable books as you have opportunity. In the 
choice of these, be guided by some judicious 
friend. Life is too short to be wasted upon 
books that are frivolous or licentious. Would 
time allow, I might add under this head, that 
to gain useful knowledge, you must sometimes 
associate with those who are wiser than your- 
self. The person with whom you converse 
and the subjects of your conversation are more 
important than you can well imagine. Final- 
ly, you must cultivate a habit of attention, of 
inquiry, of thinking. The reason there is so 
little sound knowledge among the mass of 
mankind, is, that there are ten readers, and a 
hundred talkers, to one thinker. 








INSTRUOTIVE TALE. 

We have seldom heard of a tale of humble 
life more instructive than that we are about to 
selate. We heard the substance of it related 
by a friend, and have taken the liberty to throw 
it into the present shape and lay it before our 
readers. It is a fine illustration of what 
Franklin so much insisted on, that Industry 
and Temperance are almost certain to lead to 
independence and comfort. 

Thomas P. , at the age of 18, was by 
the death of his master, turned loose upon the 
world to gain a livelihood as a: shoemaker. — 
He shouldered his Ait and went from house 
to house making the farmer’s leather, or nend- 
ing his children’s shoes. _ At length a good old 
man, pleased with Tom’s industrious and steady 
habits offered him a small building as a shop. 
Here Tom applied himself to work with pe 
vering industry and untiring ardour. thier 
than the sun he was whistling over his work, 
end his ——— — often heard until the 
“noon of night.” He thus gained a re 
utation, and some of this wit S He 
€00n married a virtuous female—one whose 
kind disposition added new joys-to his exist- 
ence, and whose busy neatness rendered pleas- 
‘ant.and comfortable their little tenement.— 
The time smoothly on—they were 
blested with the smiling pledges of their af- 
fection, and in afew years Tom was the pos- 
e and a piece of 
fand. This they improved ; and 
it was evidently the abode of plenty and felic- 
ty. Bat now Tom began to-relax from his 
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Lable rights—that among these are life, liberty, 








strict habits, and wonld occasionally walk 
down to atavern inthe neighborhood. Tnis 
soon became a habit—-and the habit imper- 
ceptibly grew upon him, until to the grief oi 
all who knew him, he became a constant 
lounger about the tavern and eatreincly dis- 
sipated. ‘Tne inevitable consequence svon ful- 
lowed ; he got in debt, and his creditors svon 
stripped him of all he had. His poor wile, 
used ali her arts of persuasion to reclaim him ; 
and sie could not think of using him harsiily, 
for she loved him even im his degradation, and 
he had always been kind to her. Many an 
earnest petition did she proffer to heaven for 
his reformation, and often did she endeavor 
to work upon his parental feelinz. He often 
promised to reform, and was at last induced 
to stay from the tavern three days together ; 
and lits solicitous companion began to cherish 
hope of returning happiness. But he could 
endure it no longer—‘‘Betsey,” said he, as he 
rose from his work, “give me that decanter.” 
These words pierced her very heart—and 
seemed to sound the knell of all her cherished 
hopes; but she could not disobey him. He 
went to the tavern, and after some persuasion 
he induced the landlord to fill the decanter ; 
ne returned and placed it in the window im- 
mediately before him, “for,” said he, “I can 
face my enemy.” With a resolution tixed up- 
ou overcoming his pernicious habits, he went 
earnestly to work—always having the decan- 
ter before him; but never touched it. Again 
he began to thrive—and in a few years he was 
once more the owner of his former delightful 
residence. His children grew up aiid are now 
respectable members of society. Old age 
came upon Tom, but he always kept the de- 
canter in the window where he first put it; 
and often when his head was silvered over 
with age, he would refer to his decauter and 
laugh heartily at its singular effect; and he 
nver permitted it to be removed from that 
window while he lived, nor was it until he had 
been consigned to his narrow home, 





NBW DECLARATION OF INDIPEN- 
DENCE. 


“When in the course of human cvents it 
becomes necessary for one people to cissoive 
the intemperate bonds which have connected 
them with another, and to assume the sober 
station to which the laws of nature and na- 
ture’s God entitle them, a decent respect for 
the opinions of mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impel them 
to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident :— 
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tering the habits to which they are accustom- 
jee. But when a long course of indulgence in 
|juxury and intoxication evinces a design to ree 
|duce men to absolute beust/iness, it is their 
duty to provide new diguors for their. future 
security. ‘The history of Rum is a history of 
repeated revels and inebriations. To prove 
[this let facts be substantiated to a candid 
world. it has called together men at places 
unusual and uncomiortable, and distant from 
tue depository of their family records, for the 
sole purpose of reducing tiem into a compli- 
ance with gill and half pint measures; it has 
endeavored to prevent the population of the 
States; it has made Judges depend upon its 
excitement alone; it has erected a multitude 
of grog shops, and sent amongst us swarms of 





drones to eat our substance; it has kept 
amongst us in times of lemperance; standing 
distilleries ; in some cases it has rendered the 
military superior to the civil power—it has 
subjected us to a jurisdiction foreigs to our 
constitutions ; it has cut off our respectabiiity 
with all the world; it has imposed imbecility 
upon us without our consent ; it has transport- 
ed us half seas over, to be tried for pretended 
sobricty ; it has taken away our appetites ; and 
altered fundamentally our former habics; it has 
invested itself with power to rule us in all cases 
whatever ; it has plundered our barns, ravaged 
our lands, burnt our throats, and destroyed the 
lives of our people; at this time large casks 
of foreign liquors are transported to complete 
the work of death, desolation or drunkenness, 
a thing totally unworthy a civil liquor; it has 
excited domestic broils amongst us, and has 
brought on us the merciless libertine, whose 
known rule of warfare is an undistinguished 
destruction of happiness among all conditions 
of people. A liquor which is thus marked by 
every act that can define a tyrant, is unfit to 
be the ruler ofany people. Nor have we been 
wanting in attention to Brandy and Whiskey. 
We have warned them from time to time of at- 
tempts to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction 
over us; but they too have been deaf to the 
voice ofreason. We must therefore acquiesce 
in the necessity which announces our separa-: 
tion, and hold them as we hold all liquors— 








enemies in excess—in moderation friends.” 





GET A TRADE. 
He who has a Trade has anestate. Franklin. 
This is one of the many corcect and judic- 
ious sayings of that truly great man, whose" 
judgment of mankind was formed from expe- 
rience and whose writings are held up to the 
admiration of the world.” No better maxims 





That all men are created sober—that they are 
endowed by their Creater with certain unalien- 


and the purity of health; that whenever any 
habits become: déstructive to these ends it is 
the right for le to alter them. Prudence 
indeed will dictate that habits long established 
should not be changed for light and transcient 
causes and accordingly ind are more dis- 








of morals are to be found, or rules whereby if 
attended to, will eventually Jead the unforta- 
nate to repair their losses, overcome difficul- 
ties, and regain lost ground. The above is 
worthy of deep reflection, and speaks volumes 
itself. It speaks a language that is easily un- 
derstood ; and many are they, who will read- 
ily subscribe to its truth, who now are labous- 
ing in difficulty and distress, to the 








posed to suffer than to right themselves by al- 


hard earned pittance for daily bread. Hap 
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py would it be, (and how much misery avoid-| | We do not remember that these points have 
ed) if more of our youth were properly placed | ever been decided before in this State, although 
in situations congenial to their minits and gen- | they have been in some others; but there can 
ius, wherein they could learn the art of a me- be no questiun 2s to the correctness of the de- 
chanic. In this respect much judgmentought cision. It can be demonstrated, we believe, 
to be exercised, that a wrong turn be not giv- | that the “oath,” usually administered in Courts 
en to the mind, but that a due regard be had! of law, is all but nonsense, unless bottomed 
to the natural bent of genius. To thwartthis,' on a belief, not only of 2 future state, but of 
is todestroy the pride and ambition, from whict: | future rewards and punishments. It is the 
results disaffection and often ruin. Whatever | dealing of God in the futere; not in the pres- 
the feclings of a parent may be for his child, | ent stat- of man, that makes the oath so sol- 
his own experience will teach him the propri-| emn and awtully binding; but if there is no 
ety of his son’s having a calling that will one | fear or dread of future punishments, of what 
day render him independent—for certainly, | avaii is the oath !—Will it be pretended that 
that man is independent who is enabled after | the “penalties of perjury,” created by statute 





losses and ruin, to step forward and pursue a | 
calling that enables him to support not only | 
himszlf, but perhaps a family. I have seen | 
the young min born to ar affluent fortune, 
early apprenticed to a respectable and scien- 
tific mech inic to learn what is generally term- 
ed atrade. Although there was no apparent | 
need of such a step, as the father was an in- 
depenent man; stili the ole gentleman con- 
ecived that it was necessary, and often made 
the observation, “that he who has a trade has 
an estate.”” The young man duly served his 
time, an! became-a complete. master of his! 
trade, and this son had the happiness to con- | 
tribute to the ease and support of his truly re- | 
spectable parent in his old age—(who had lost 
throuzh misfortune his immense property,) aud 
while performing this pleasing, and sacred du-! 
ty, his talents and industry raised him to an 
enviable situation in life. 
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“ Earnestly contend for the faith! 








Provipence, Satuarpay, Nov. 24, 1827. 








U. S. CIRCUIT COURT. 

This Court commenced its session in this 
town on ‘Thursday 15th instant. Present, 
Justices Srory and Pitman. 

The Providence Patriot and Columbian 
Phenix, of Saturday last, contains the follow- 
ing sketch, concerning the rejection of two 
witnesses that appeared upon the stand ; and 
to which, Justice Story refused the oath. 

“In the action of Trespass and Ejectment, 
ef Wakefield vs. Ross, which was on trial on 
Friday, \6th inst. an objection was made to 
two of the witnesses, offered by one of the 
parties, on the ground of their disbelief in fu- 
ture rewards and punishments, and evidence 
was offered to prove this fact. With regard 
to one of the witnesses it was proved, that he 
disbelieved in the existence of a God entirely, 
and that there was no hereafter. With regard 
to the other, (the son of the former,) it was 
proved that he disbelieved in future rewards 
and punishments, which opinion he derived 

from Paine’s Age of Reason. The Court 
very promptly decided, that both of the wit- 
nesses were incompetent, and refused to let 
them be sworn, 





will be sufficient? It willnot; experience 
tells us that the “fear of man” is but a trifling 
barrier against the commission of the crime 


| of perjury, or any other of even greater mag- 


nitude.” 

it ix expedient in the first place, to correct 
the statement here given. The writer says 
that one of the witnesses “‘ disbelieved in the 
existence of a God entirely, and believed that 
there was no hereafter.” He informs us that 
this was the Father of the other, who “‘ disbe- 
lieved in fature rewards and punishments, 
wich opiuion he derievd from Paine’s Age of 
Reason.” 

Two mistakes are here committed. 1. It 
was the Son, and not the Fatuer, who was 
called an Atheist. It is undoubtedly true, 
that the young man is occasionally intemper- 
ate; and when intoxicated, has been heard to 
say that he did not believe in the existence of 
a God, or ofa future state. 2. The Father of 
this man never disbelieved in the existence of 
a God, or of a future state: And although he 
has read Paine’s Age of Reason, yet he be- 
lieves in the Scriptures as containing a revela- 
tion from God, and publicly acknowledges his 
faith in that book, called the Bible. We 
have from his own mouth, the following state- 
meut of what transpired in relation to him, at 
court. At the instigation of an Attorney in 
the case, Judge Story asked this witness— 
** Do you believe in a future state of rewards 
and punishments?” ‘The witness replied— 
‘*T am a Universalist, I believe in the resto- 
ration of all things.” ‘The Judge then re- 
marked—* If you area Universalist, you do 
not believe in future purishment.” The wit- 
ness replied—* I do not.” ‘The Judge then 
said to the witness—*‘ You are rejected.” 

We have conversed with Messrs, Jones and 
Simons, Editors and Proprietors of the Pat- 
riot, who utterly disclaim the right of any 
Magistrate to reject a witness because he dues 
not believe in future panishment. How that 
article came to be admitted under the Edito- 
rial head, we must leave for them to explain, 
in the best manner they can, to satisfy their 
numerous patrons ; who, we are sure, will not 
be much di ta countenance such an 
unwarran infraction of their civil rights 
and their religious liberties, as citizens of the 
free State of Rhode-Island. As for the 
Judge, who can deliberately reject a wit- 


ness because he did not believe im future pun- 
ishment, we look upon him in no ether light 
than that of a wilfud persecutor, whotly unwor- 
thy the confidence of the public or the hon- 
ourable station which he holds. For the man 
who would deprive a citizen of these States of 
the civil privilege of giving in his testimony, 
because his religious creed did not square 
with that of the court, would not, we are per- 
suaded, hesitate to deprive him of his estate, 
and even of life, if he possessed the power to 
decide his fate. Butis Judge Stery so aston- 
ishingly ignorant of the Constitution of the 
Unrrep Srates, and of the Biti. of Ricuts 
of the State of Rhod:-Island, as to think bim- 
self authorized to reject a witness, merely on 
account of his religious belief? Hf so, it is 
high time that he was removed from office. — 
If he ts acquainted with the Constituten of 
the U. S. and the Bill of Rights of this State, 
he is perfectly aware that he has grossly vio- 
lated both, and therefore ought to be impeach- 
ed for mal-acdministration. A Judge has 
no excuse for being ignorant of the Constitu- 
tion and laws, and therefore cannot justify 
himself by calling such an outrage on the 
rights of a citizen, an error of judgment :— 
He should know the extent of his authority, 
and never be suffered to exceed his powers. 
This Justice, if we mistake not, a short time 
since, figured at a public meeting in Boston, 
where he raised his warning voice against 
every encroachment upon the civil and reli- 
gious liberties of the citizens, by an ecclesias- 
tical domination—And has he so far forgot- 
ten the dignified and patriotic sentiments 
which he there expressed, as to come to the 
State of Rhode-Island, a few weeks after, and 
here practice what he there condemned ! It is 
in vain for the Editor of the Journal to tell the 
public that he understood the ground of the 
disqualification of this witness to be, that he 
disbelieved in the existence of a God. The 
witness himself has declared to us the facts as 
we have here stated; and this witness is @ 
credible and respectable man: Nor is he 
alone in this statement—Others who were 
present, understood the facts to be precisely 
thesame: And further ; the writer in the 
Patriot is presumed to have had as good am 
opportunity forknowing the ground of his re- 
jection, as the Editor of the Journal; and 
he states the reason to be, that the witness did 
not believe in future rewards and punish 
ments, This point, therefore, we consider to 
be fairly settled. Here we pause ; and ask— 
Are the citizens of Rhode-Island to bow their 
necks to the ecclesiastical yoke, which Judge 
Story has attempted to impose upon them? 
Will they permit him to dictate to them a re 
ligious creed? Will they tamely submit their 
Bill of Rights to be thus rrampLep upon? 
Shall they now be told, that hey must relin- 





and his pe 
to us, the minion of an 
cau Higrarcuy? The: thought 








- 








= 








Bee | s teat bass ee ee lle 


zB 


heir 
ont 
elin- 





CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE AND UNIVERSALIST MISCELLANY. 











grading to Freemen—Let not the unhallowed 
attempt to demolish the air Temple of our 
religious freedom be registered in the ar- 
chieves of Ruope-Istanv. 


To the Clerk of the Circuit Court. 
Mr. Cowe tt, 

Sir —Serious suspicion rests on you, as be- 
ing the author of the article which appeared 
in the Patriot of Saturday, 17th instant, head- 
ed “U. S. Circurr Court.” We would 

ladly exonerate you as a citizen of Rhode- 
sland, from this stain, were it in our power : 
But we must confess that the evidence in the 
case is tvo strong to be resisted by us. We 
have asked the Editors and Proprietors of the 
Patriot to inform us: who che writer was, but 
they refuse to give his name :—We have ask- 
ed them if they would exonerate you; and 
although they were infor.aed that you were 
stongly suspected of being the writer, yet 
they would not deny the fact. Further—you 
have been heard to advocate the sentiments 
of that article, and that too, in the very lan- 
guage of the article itself. ‘These facts have 
led us to believe that you were the author ; 
and this we find to be the general opinion. 

Now, Sir, if you are not the author, we en- 
treat you, fur your own good, and for the good 
opinion we wish, in common with your fel- 
low-citizens, to entertain of you, to come out 
and deny the authorship. If you are not dis- 


posed to do this, we must consider that you ta-! 


citly ackwowledge the fact. And are you 
willing shat the public, who have placed con. 
fidence in your oath and integrity to support 
the Bill of Rights, should designate you as 
the man who advocates their violation in di- 
rect terms? The thought is so painfully per- 
plexing, that we would gladly bury it in obli- 
vion. Had you have been of trans-atlantic 
origin, an ungrateful pensioner upon the gen- 
erous bounty of a free people for near half a 
century ; a hot-headed, temporizing religion- 
ist ; a bigot with ninety-nine per cent more 
spite than piety ; you mizht have been expec- 
ted to be found an advocate for the prostra- 
tion of our religious liberties: But such a 
course of conduct has not been expected from 
& native-born citizen, and we earnestly hope 
that the example may never be copied as a 
‘precedent. 

Our columns shall be most cheerfully devo- 
ted to your service, in case you wish to ex- 
Onerate yourself from the suspicion which 
we have mentioned, or to retract the senti- 


Ment contained in the article above noticed. - 


With sentiments of unmingled good will, 
Weremain devoted to the principles of civil 
and religious Freepom. 

’ N.B..We shall in a future number, rea- 
#on with Mr. C. upon the principles attemp- 
ted to be defended by the article in the 

Affectation in any part of our carriage is 

ing up a candle to our defects, and never 
to make us be taken notice cf, either as 
wanting sense or wanting sincerity. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
REMARES 

ON A SERMON BY REV. MR WILCOX. 

hfr. Eoitor. 

I observed that the “National Preacher” 
for July, 1-27, contains a Sermon from the 
late Mr. Wilcox, of Con. on the unreasona- 
bleuess, and danger of indicision. On page 
21. is the following ; 

“And if in this dark world of woe, any for- 
lorn wretch will be stung to the heart with a 
keener feeling of anguish, than all others, 
will it not be the man who on earth came 
nearest to the kingdom of heaven—and then 
lose it for want of oue decisive step? As he 
calls to mind the unnumbered mercies here en- 
joyed—the oft repeated proffers of salvation 
here slighted ; and as he lifts his weeping 
eyes to that world of glory, above ; Oh! with 
what bitterness of spirit—with what sinking 
and dying of the heart within him, will he ex- 
claim, ‘time was when | bid fair for a seat in 
yonder region—when I was well nigh an heir 
to that incorruptable inheritance ;—I did but 
just miss the path to those realms of light and 
life, everlasting ;—just fail of being one, in 
that happy company, around the throne of 
God; [ had my hand almost upon a crown, 
like one of theirs; a little more, and now, in- 
stead of wailing here among the lost, I had 
been singing there among the redeemed.’ 
Oh! that little more !—it will bite like a ser- 
pent, and sting like an adder. Surely, to be 
sinking forever in the bottomless pit must be 
damnation enough, without che everlasting 
recollection of having plunged, from the 
threshold of heaven !” 

After reading the above, the following 
thoughts occurred to mind: are such ideas 
consistent with scripture and the benevolenee 
of God? Do the oracles of God, furnish us 
with any account of any persons, who had 
been “nigh heirs of an incorruptable inheri- 





in the bottomless pit, for want of one decisive 
step? I presume they teach no such senti- 
ment ; but they unequivocally declare, the re. 
verse, that God is good to all, and that he de- 
lighteth not in the death of the sinner, that 
he will not cast off forever, and that he de- 
lighteth in mercy. Now, doesnot Mr. W. at- 
tribute a character to the Father of mercies, 
which would disgrace a finite being? Where 
‘is there an earthly Father, who possesses the 
least spark of humanity, who would not afford 
some assistance to a child who had unfortu- 
nately plunged himself into such an abyss of 
misery? There is none so vile on earth. 
Aud shall we blaspheme the character of God 
by attributing to him, conduct, which would 

I ahuman being! Hear the language 
of Christ ; “If ye, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your.children, how much 


tance. but have failed and must sink forever, 


with a keener fecling of anguish, than all othe 
ers.” Is this rewarding men according to 
their works? Is it wholesome doctrine? No. 
it is uriscriptural and licentious! Such sene - 
timents are an opening to the floodgates of in- 
iquity. And furthurmore,as Mr. W. wasa 
rank Calvinist, 1 ask, was there not a degree 
of sophistry used in the above quotation? 
For, according to Calvinism, the destinies of 
all men were unalterably fixed before the cre~ 
ation; and was it not sophistry and a pre- 
sumption upon the credulity of his readers, to 
assert or intimate that reprcbates (of course) 
might come near to the kingdom of heaven, 
and yet lose it, only, “for want of one deci- 
sive step ?’”’—that, they do but fail of being in 
the happy company, around the throne of 
God? when he believed that all are, or for- 
ever will be lost ;—were reprobates, by the 
unalterable decree of the Almighty, from e- 
ternity? Oh! tell it not in Gath! Accor 


‘to Mr. W. calvinistis reprobates, will reap a 


great benefit from a knowledge of the system, 
for as they will know they could not have al- 
tered the decrees of God, they will not, “in 
that dark world of wo,” be stung to the heart 
with so “keen an anguish” as otheis, and 
need not exclaim, “dime was, when (we) bid 
fair for a seat in yonder region, (we) did but 
just miss,” &c. Besides this, another incon- 
sistency presents itself; viz. those that die ig- 
norant of the calvinistic gospel, are consider- 
by them far less criminal than other reprobates. 
Bui according to Mr. W. their state is infi- 
nitely worse, as they may be “stung with a 
keener anguish,”of thinking, that they could 
in time have altered their condition, and in- 
stead of “wailing in the dark world of wo,” 
_ have heen “singing among the redeem- 
ed.’, 

Again, the Calvinists affirm, that tho repre- 
bate hate God and all good, and thet their 
empjoyment in a future stat, will be, to blas- 
pheme and curse God, and one another. If 
this be true, can it be said, that they desire 
to join that happy company around the throne 
of God, and ta be singing, there, with the re- 
deemed? I confess, I cannot understand the 
use, or propriety of such disourses.—But as 
the clock, has announced the hour of retire- 
ment, [ will withdraw, before another, and 
yet another absurdity, presents itself to view. 
Carver, 1827. J. M****, 





FOR THE TELESCOPE ANP MISCELLANY. 


RESURRECTION. 
“This mortal must put on immortality, and this 
corruptable must put onincorruption.” Cunintitans. 
A promise like this is amply sufficient to en- 
able us to bear the evils of the present state 
of existence, and to fill us with expectations 
of perfect happiness in that which is to cone. 
It is a promise, which the ancients had not.— 





more shall your: Father,. which is in heaven, 

give good things to them that ask him ?”’ 
Again, Mr. W. conveys an idea, that they, 

who on earth, came nearest the kingdom of 


It came by the great founder of our religion.- 
The ancient heathen world were grossly igno- 
rant ofthe futurestateofman. Someofthem im- 








heaven, will, in the “dark world wo,” be stung 


agined it to be astate of sensual pleasure, where 
they would experieuce the same gross pleasures 
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that belong to this life. ‘They imagined, that | 
drinking, eating and all the other pleasures of 
sense, would employ the whole of eternity: of 
this class, were the Enicureans. Butthere were 
some others, who thouzht, that the soul was a 
distinct substance to the body, and would sub- 
sist after its annihilation. Of this class, how- 
ever, the number was very small. ‘The great- 
est part of the », were lost aud bewildered in 
a vortex of opinions and fantastical conceits, 
which would puzzle the most comprehensive 
pius to disentangle aud arrange. By some, 
fie soul or mind of man was thought to be a 
subtile air, “omposed of atoms, or primitive 
corpuscles. Others hold, that it was a flume, 
or portion of heavenly lights. Of the former 
opinion were the Epicureans; of the latter, 
the Stoics. And, in addition to these, there 
were Peripatetics, Platonics, Cynics, and Scep- 
tics, whose different opinions it were vain to 
to insist upon From these different and dis- 
tracting opinions, it may easily be imagined 
what impenetrable darkness pervaded the 
minis of men on this momentous subjects, be- 
fore the birth of the Saviour of mankind.— 
Sects of philosophers arose, one after another 
all teaching different things relative to the im- 
mortality of the soul. Some were strenuous 
in the belief of it; whilst others considered 
the doctrine as mere enthusiasm. The Scrip- 
tures say, that the Pharisees were of the for- 
mer class. But, of the Sadducees, it is said, 
that they did not hold to a resurrection from 
the dead. 
* In this dark night of ignorance and super- 
stition, the glorious star of Bethlehem made its 
appearence! The blessed Jesus is born in 
Bethlehem inJudea! The angels from heav- 
en chaunt the glorious song of ‘Peace onearth, 
good will towards men’! The grateful tid- 
ings is heard of man’s redemption from mortal- 
ity and reception to the realms of bliss! The 
apostles go forth and spread the joyful tidings 
to earth's remotest bounds! The Christian 
Religion is disseminated in all countries! It 
is preached in all its simplicity, and the men- 
tal darkness that benighted the minds of men 
flees away before the powerful beams of the 
Sun of Righteousness! No more the world 
dispute on the subject of the immortality of the 
soul. No more Philosopher puzzle themselves 
in searching Creation for similitudes to image 
the transformation of the mortal into a celes- 
tial body. Man now no longer doubts the im- 
mortality of the soul, but looks upon it as “the 
anchor to the soul; entering into that within 
the veil whither the forerunner is for us enter- 
ed”’ ! 
a relative from this state of existence, he com-- 
forts himself, with the joyful hope, that he has 
left a world of sorrow and afflictions, for the 
regions of endless felicity and perfection! O 
what a soul-ravishing reflection it is, that, when 
man is stretched on the thorny bed of pain, 


where no terestial good can comfort him, he 
can consider himself as preparing to take ‘his 
flight to a state of immortal glory, and unuter. 
Then, 


able joy! Then, death losesitssting ! 


Instead of repining at the departure of 


the grave gives up its victory! “Then is 
brought to pass the saying, death is swallowed 
up in victory.” O! death! whereisthy sting? 
O! grave, where is thy victory? The sting 
of death is sin ; the strength of sin is the law ; 
but thanks be to God, that giveth us the vic- 
tory, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

J. F. M. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY, 


THUNDER STORMS. 

“Throned on the lighting’s rapid wi 
In triumph rides the Kin aking? 

Tuae-astonished worlds adore.” 
Can there be any thing in the systemof uni- 
versal nature, more calculated to excite rever- 
euce and awe, the most profound in the breasts 
of the beings of our race, than when the great 
Divinity is passing before us, in all the gran- 
deur and majesty of a storm of thunder? A 
mind, that is in a very small degree exercised 
with contemplating the worksand ways of Je- 
hovah, must sink into the lowest depths of hu- 
mility and dependence, and exclaim, ‘‘ What 
is man!’ When the thunder rolls and the 
red lightnings flash all around him, he must 
reflect, he must consider, he must be satisfied, 
that with respect to himself he is as the worin 
of the dust, and nothing in comparison with 
Him who “rides on the whirlwind and directs 
the storm.” 
When we behold in awful grandeur the 
lightnings playing around us, and the thunder 
rolling in the dark expanse, the rain descend- 
ing in torrents, who can but recognize the Al- 
mighty power of him, who in biblical language 
is “Good unto all and his tender mercies are 
over all his works.” 

When we behold the concave arch which 
is spread above us, and threatening clou:s rol- 
ling to the vast expanse, all dressed in fire, and 
hear the roaring of the ‘Thunder, which causes 
even the ponderous mountains tremblingly to 
own an Almighty, all pervading Power ; it is 
then that man, the noblest of the Creator’s 
works, wiil feel and own that there is a power 
above us, which will sometimes excite the 
deepest reverence and the most profound awe 
inthe creatures he has made; it is then that 
the mind, which truly understands, in any 
good degree, the Divine character and gov- 
ernment, is calm and composed amid the 
elements which seem to be at war with one 
another He knows that an infinitely wise 
and good Being, as well as a most powerful 
one, guides and directs the vast machine of 
universal nature ; and that “‘not a sparrow falls 
to the ground witlout his notice ;” he knows 
that infinite wisdom and infinite goodness, 
united with unbounded power, will, do all 
things well. That though storms and tem- 
pests sweep o’er the earth; that though the red 
lightning’s flash may destroy his barns and 
houses ;. thoagh bis treesmay be torn from the 
earth, and all natare rush‘in witd confusion ; 
nay though death should be the effects, he 
knows in whom he has trusted, and is always 
ready to acknowledge the wisdom and good 


ness of the Creator’s works and ways. Hiscon- 
fidence is strong in the God of the whole earth 
and can say in truth, “ though he slay me yet 
will I trust in him ;” and with an inspired Apos- 
tle : though our own earthly house of this tab- 
ernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
God an house not made with hands eternal in 
the heavens. If he have not these views of 
the divine government, but believes in a Deity 
armed at times with vindictive vengence, where 
is his safety. Can he have a strong confidence 
and trust unwaveringly in all the works, and 
waysof God? Is he prepared for the trials 
ahd troubles and disappointments of life? Is 
he not exercised with fear and dread, when 
he contemplates ihe majesty of God? Does 
he not look forward with awful forebodings to 
a future state? If these things are so, should 
he not in the language of holy writ, be exhort- 
ed, “‘Acqaint now thyself with him and be at 
peace, thereby good shall come unto thee.” — 
Then, when he shall have made himself ac- 
quainted with our Father and our friend, by 
a study of his works and his word he may say 
in the language of the pious Cowper : 


* O, let us then at length be taught 
What we are still so ae to learn ; 
That God is love and changes not, 
Nor knows tho shadow ofa turn.” 


BEREAN. . 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
SHORT SERMONS.— No, 2. 

“Judge not, that ye be not judged.” 

Sr. Marr. vii. 1. 
For if we judge or condemn others falsely, 
we adopt a rule by which we that do the same 
things, may be condemned ourselves; for no 
man liveth and sinneth not. In ail cases 
which it seems difficult to decide, what course 
to pursue, or how to judge or conduct towards 
others, if that consult that most excellent of 
all maxims, given by our Saviour ; to do to 
others as we would that they should do to us, 
we shall seldom find it difficult to determine, 
how to treat the most intricate cases, or how 
to mite out our measure of love and charity.— 
On the contrery, it will assist us to deal jast 
ly with all men, Ya humbly with God, a 
even to bless our enemies if we should ha’ 
any ; and happy is that man, who has so 
ducted through life, so guarded his thoug 
and regulated his actions, as to be able, to r& 
ply to the injunction : love yeur enemies, I: 
no enemies in man, but feel alike the friend Ofg 
all. When we are inclined to judge or com 
demn others, we should consider how muc 
indulgence we should wish to receive in alil 
case, or in similar situations ; and never mee 
ure the charity of our feelings, by pri 
selfishness ; consider how much our afflictio 
as well as thore of the world, have been a 
mented, by injustice, and sinful indul, 
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from this fear and bondage ; and we know 
that age and experience, qualify us to judge 
and act with more precision, it also teaches us 
that we should strive to check every evil pro- 
pensity in ourselves and to act as becometh 
men who have received so great a share of 
christian instruction ; preparing to meet all 
the changes of life, with fortitude and resig- 
nation ; and particularly our great and last 
change with meekness, and christian compas- 
sion; the mind that.is prepared for death, 
looks beyond the grave, in expectation of that 
heavenly pleasure, which his hopes assure 
him, will be his happy portion. There is 
another consideration in particular why we 
should prepare to die, because no one is per- 
fectly prepared to live, who is not properly 
prepared to die; some may think this a pain- 
ful task, but common observation with very 
little philosophy, assures us that it is the com- 
mon lot of man, therefure, if we wish to live 
happily, prepare to die, and. to depart in 
peace: those, whose hearts are renewed by 
grace, and refreshed by a view of the uni- 
versal love of God, and whose minds are pre- 
pared to meet death as a medium through 
which they must pass to that eternal rest, to 
those expected joys in the kingdom of our re- 
deemer, and thence to go no more out forever, 
can meet sorrow, sickness and death without 
repining and without the fear of rising in the 
resurrection, under the same condemnation, 
in which all those live, who do not see their 
salvation made sure, by the death and suffer- 
ings of Jesus Christ. The future is ever 
a subject of great anxiety and peculiar 
interest, because in it we expect to meet 
something new and interesting, perhaps 
it may be pleasure, perhaps disappointment 
and pain ; but if we are satisfied that the love 
of God support us, and that by his grace mani- 
fested to the world in the character of our 
Saviour, we expect to live because he lives; 
to reign with him, and enjoy him forever ; 
however grievous the present afflictions may 
be, and although his justice might condemn 
us, still we are informed, that he does not af- 
flict willingly, nor grieve the children of men; 
but they are all sent for our profit, to wean us 
from the vain declarations, the wasting super- 
fluities, and perplexing vanities of this transi- 
tory state ; to induce us to turn our affections 
from earth to heaven, to him from whom com- 
eth down every good. and perfect gift; who 
gives us all things needful here, so richly to 


~ -@njoy, and those richer hopes of eternal life, 


#ad everlasting happiness beyond the grave. 
oh: GuLieLmus. 
“qJgR TRE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLARY 
ASSOCIATION, 
A meeting of Ministers and Delegates from 
Uhiversalist Societies, assembled at the house 


of Br. David: Pickering, on Tuesday, Nov. 20, |” 


1827, for the purpose of forming an association, 
tobe called the Providence Association of 
Universalists. They proceeded to organize 
iti the following manner : 





Appointed Rev. Br. Pickering, Moderator. 
Br. Samuel W. Wheeler, Clerk. 
United in prayer with Rev. Br. Killam. 
Received certificates of the appointments of 
Delegates, from the Society in Providence, 
Brs. John Andrews and Samuel W. Wheelet. 
Attleborough, Brs. Asa Allen and Milton 
Holines. North-Providence, Brs, Ephraim 
Miller and Charles C. Harrington. 


Voted—That.an Association be now formed, 
to be called the ‘‘ Providence Association of 
Caiversalists ;” on the plan proposed by the 
General Convention of Unive rsalists, at their 
session Sept. 19 and 20, 1¢27, at Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y. 

Voted—That Rev. Brs. Pickering, Killam 
and Cutler, be a Committee to draft a Consti- 
tution, for the government of this Association, 
and that they report at the next mecting 
thereof. 

Voted—That this Association meet semi- 
annually, at such places as it may be adjourn- 
ed to, on the third Wednesday of May and 
November, in each year. 

Voted—That the Delegates of this Associ- 
ation from the different Societies be furnished 
by their several Clerks, with a cirtificate of 
their appointment, and also with the numbers 
belonging to their Churches and Societies, 
and a list of their officers. 

Adjourned for the purpose of attending 
public worship. 

Introductory Prayer—Br. D. Pickering. 

Sermon—Br. R.L. Killam. Text-—James i. 
25. ‘ But whoso looketh into the perfect law 
of liberty, and continueth therein; he being 
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, 
this man shall be blessed in his deed.” 

Concluding Prayer—Br. S. Cutler. 

Voted—T hat the Clerk of this Association 
invite by letter the Societies and Churches in 
Cumberland and Chepatchet, R. I. ; Belling- 
ham, Wrentham, Milford and Medway, Mass.; 
the United Society of Woodstock, Ashford, 
and Pomfret ; also, the Societies of Norwich, 
and Jewett’s City, Con. ; to be represented by 
Delegates at the next session of this Associ- 
ation. : 
Voted—That Br. D. Pickering accompany 
these minutes with a Circular Letter, and that 
the same be published in the Christian Tele- 
scope and Universalist Miscellany. 

Voted—That this Association be adjourned 
to meet at Attleborough, Mass. on the third 
Wednesday of May, 1828. 

After the vote for adjournment, the Coun- 
cil repaired to the place of publie worship, 
where the following services were performed : 

Introductory Prayer—Br. R. L. Killam. 

Sermon, Br. S. Cutler. Text, St. Luke ii. 
10, ‘Fear not, for behold I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all peo- 

le.” ‘ Meet) 


The Association was then olosed with pray- 

er by Br. D. Pickering. 

Attest. - DAVID PICKERING, Mod. 
"8. W. WHEELER, Clerk. 


, CIRCULAR. 

Brethren in the ministry, aad Brethren of 
the faith of Universal grace and charity — 

We are happy in being able to bear to you, 
what we know will be welcome intelligence ; 
that our meeting, though small in numbers, 
has been perfectly Aarmonious, affectionate and 
sincere. But one mind and one spirit has per- 
vaded our Council; the spirit of friendship, 
union and peace. Our prospects are equal to 
what we have had reason to anticipate, from 
the infancy of our cause in this region. Uni- 
versalists have become numerous in this re- 
gion, within a few years; and it only requires 
the united exertions of the believers of God’s 
Universal love and grace, to bring into a state 
of wholesome order, a large number of well- 
organized. Societies. This desirable object, 
we hope, will soon be effected. And itis the 
earnest desire of this Association, that the 
Brethren would organize into Society, where- 
ever a sufficient number can be found for that 
purpose. The principal objects of this Asso- 
ciation, are to strengthen the bond of union 
and fellowship, to promote a friendly inter- 
course among brethren, and to extend the 
knowledge and belief of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. This Association is to hold its semi- 
annual sessions in rotation, with the different 


| Societies, which have, or may unite in its fel- 


lowship. It is therefore earnestly desired that 
those societies which are located within forty 
miles of Providence, should furnish delegates 
with proper credentials to represent them at 
our next meeting, in May, 1823—Also, that in 
all places where there are but a small number 
of Brethren, that they would form themselves 
into Societies, so as to be represented at our 
Association: as in that case they will be re- 
cognized and aided by the labours of the As+ 
sociation. 

Our cause is prosperous and out éncouragé- 
ments are great. Brethren, “‘be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of his might.” Let 
the fervent prayer of faith ascend from the con- 
secrated altar of the heart, that God would bless 
and prosper his truth among us, extend the 
saving knowledge of his grace, subdue the 
prejudice and dissipate the darkness of the 
human mind. Let the encouraging language 
of the great Head of the church (‘ Fear not 
little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleas- 
ure to give you the kingdom”) strengthen our 
hearts, and animate us ih the discharge of ev- 
ery duty ; till the light and grace of the Gos- 
pel shall fill the whole earth with the knowl 
edge of the Most High God, and all the rap 
somed of the Lord return tothe Zion of peace, 


Per order: D. PICKERING, 


(Subscribers to the Gospel Preacher 
ave notified thatthe first No. of this work, wil 
be ready for delivery on Wednesday next. 
We regret the necessity we have been undef, 
of postponing the work thus long, and shall éen- 
deavour hereafter, to have the Nos. iseiied on 
the first Wednesday of each mouth, regularly 








as proposed. 
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CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE AND UNIVERSALIST MISCELLANY. 








Poetry. 


CLtna Nor To EARTH. 
Cling not to ewth-- there’s nvthing there, 
However bright, however fair, 

But on its features still must wear 
The impress of mortality. 








Tho voy2zer on ths boundless deap, 
Within his barque may smile or sleep— 
But bear him on—ho w.lln +t wep 

To leavsa its wild uncortainty. 


‘Cling not to earth—as well we my 
Trust Asia's sorp2nt’s wanton play, 
That glitters only to betray, 

To death—or else to misery. 


Dream not of Frienbship—there may be 

A word, a smile, a grasp for thes— 

But wait tie hour of n ej, and seo— 
But wonder not—therr fallacy. 


Thin’ not of Beauty—like the rast, 

It bears a lustre on its crest — 

But short the tims ere stinda confest 
Its falsehood—or its frailty. 


Then cling no more so fondly on 
Tho flowers of earth around the> strewn— 
They'll do awhile to sport upon, 

Bat not to love s» fervently. 


-@@e--- 
WHAT {3 Lif =z. 
Whit is lifo >the wounded mind, 
The spirit broken and con‘in'd— 
The faded form ; the soul's deep etri & 
All fon ily echo—what is Life ? 


What is life ?—a broken chain, 

A weary road, a couch of pain ; 

A fow famed blessings, little vrizsd, 
A thousand hopes, unrealized. 


What is hfe ?—a bank of flowers, 

Low drooping, an! unnurst by showers, 
A winter's sun, whose quivering beam 
Shods but a mom:2n‘ary gleam. 


What iv life ?—a show'r of tears, 

A short, short round of misspent years 
A drewm that's broken ere its close, 

A battle scons mid hosts of foes. 


What is life ?—its tinsel'd toys, 

Aro but ths mock of real joys, 

A play, wher> gaudy groups ars seon, 

An death presid 1s to close the scen>. 
LA MES Dt TIO . a ES 
PAarvied, 

Jn this town, on Sunday evening last, Mr. James 
D. Brown, to Miss Lydia T. Shaw, all of this town. 

On Monday evening last, Mr. Ch-istian Benson, 
to Miss Maria Brotherton, both of this town. 

*On Thuosday eveninz last, Mr. Fe ijamin Cozzens, 
Esq. to Miss Miry Doxter.—Also, Charles Jackson, 
Esq. to Miss Catharine Deter, daughters of Samuel 
Dexter, Esq. 

In Cumberland, on the 11th inst. by Rév. Mr. Cut- 





Bird, 


In this town, on Sundy evening last, Mr Thomas 
Radcliffe, a native of England, aged 33. 

In Scekonk, Mass. on the 10th inst. Mrs. Mary 
Ormsbec, wife of Mr. Abraham Ormsbee, and daugh- 
ter of Mr. Charles~ Cushing, of Seekonk, in the 30th 
yeur of her age. ; ' 


i LOOK AT THIs.— 
A BARGAIN—FOR PRINTERS. 


The subscriber, being anxious to devote a 
greater portion of his time t» the improvement 
and circulation of the Curistian Telescope, 
Tae Gospel Preacher, an other publications, 
offers for sale one natr- of his Printing es- 
tablishment, as it now stands ; consisting of a 
superior Washington Press ; a good assort- 
meut of BOOK AND JOB TYPE AND FLOWERS, 
comprising every kind of modern and fashion- 
able letter, in general use ; together with every 
necessary article of furniture, for the prosecu- 
tion of the Printing business. ‘ 

Also, oxe half of his interest in and to the 
Ciristian Telescope and Universalist Miscel- 
lany,and The Gospel Preacher ; the foimer, 
with a patronage rising of One Thousand 
Subscribers ; andthe latter (the first No. of 
which is to be published the ensuing week) 
with an increasing list of 359 or 400 subscri- 
bers. 

To any PRINTER, who may be disposed 
to purchase, and to interest himself in the cir- 
culation and improvement of the publications, 
the above is offcred on extremely easy terms ; 
the Printing materials, at cost, for Cas only, 
and the right to the publications for a small 
consideration, together with the entire con- 
troul of the Printing Office. 

Or,to any Printer disposed to purchase the 
whole of the Printing Office, exclusive of the 
publications, the subscriber will guarantee to 
affurd fifteen hundred dollars worth of printing, 
per year, for five years, at fair prices. 

Further information may be obtained, by 
addressing the subscriber, either personally or 
by letter, post-paid, at his Printing Office. No. 
7, North Main-Street, Providence, R. J. 

JOHN S. GREENE. 





‘Nov. 24. 


JUST PUBLISHED, 


And for Sale at this Office, A Series of Letters. 
addressed to Rev. Hosra Battoc. of Boston; being a 
vindication of the Doctrine of A FUTURE RET- 
RIBUTION, agains: the principal arguments used by 
him,Mr. Ba.rovur, and o y Cuartrs Hupson. 
Pastor of a church in Westminster, Mass. Printed 
by D. Watson, Woodstock, Vt. 307-pages 8vo. Price 
$1, bound and lettered. 


AN APPRENTICE. 


WANTED immediately, at this office, a lad from 
14 to 16 years of age, as an apprentice to the Pri 
Business ; one who can read with tolerable facility, 











ler, Mr. Benjamin “rench, of Roxbury, Mass. to Miss 
Hannah Wheelvck, formerly of Shrewsbury, Mass. 


and is of ste.dy habits, will mect with good encour- 
ment. 
Nov. 17. 


LAST NOTICE. 


Subscribers who commenced with the Ist 
No. of the 3d Volume of this paper, and are 
now in arrears for the same, are requested to 
forward us the amount immediately. At the 
close of the last Volume, we distinctly notified 
all concerned, that at the close of 3 months, 
all accounts not paid, or that entire Volume, 
would be placed inf the hands of suitable per- 
sons for collection. That time has nearly 
elapsed, and at its expiration subscribers must 
expect to settle their accounts with our col- 
lectors, as we shall in no case interfere, after 
they pass from our hands. We trust our moe 
tives will be duly appreciated, in taking this 
course, as we shall have then. given fificeen 
months credit on the Volume, which is, at: 
least, treble the time we are able to buy our 
materials on. The amount due from cach 
delinquent subscriber for the whole of the 3d 
Volume, is $25, which amount, if forwarded 
by mail, must be post paid, or the same will 
be deducted and receipts forwarded for the 
balance. 

(Gr We wish to be distinctly understood, 
that this notice dozs not apply to any subseri- 
bers, who commenced after No. J, of Vol. 3. 
Their accounts will not be placed in the hands 
of collectors until 15 months from the time 
they commenced. Nov. 10. 


PROPOSALS 














FOR PUBLISHING AT PHILADELPHIA A NEW SERIESOF ~ $3 


PLAIN TRUTH! 


“Hear this, O ye that swailw up the needy, and 
make the poor of the land to faii.’—BiBLE. 
PROSPECTUS. 

Thé editors and publishers. believing the varied 
religious combinations which are, and have been, 
entered into in cu? country, to be fraught with evile 
of the first magnitude—that national preachers, and 
national societies are both unscriptural and anti- 
American—i has they endanger cur rights 
and privileges asa free pecple, and enable artful, 
ambitious, and designing men, to lay a foundaticn-for 
the establishment «fa national WIERARCHY ; Which 
if not opposed, would at no distant pericd, establish 
national inquisition—are induced to resume the pub- 
lication of Plain Truth. ‘ 

We make no pledges, knowing how little . they 
would be valued ; and will only say that while we 
have strength to wi p°n, we shall] exert every 
“a in —— of cur free Pager yr oa 

puling hypocrites, who, under ge 
sanctity, have clothed their backs, end filled their 
pockets, with the hard earnings of industri us pover 
ty, will be exposed in all their naked defcrmity. The 
lone widow and orphan will be reseued {rem the har- 
py claws of fanaticks, who weuld fain deveur them, 
And ae he on bee hand, we shal} zealcusly “ie 
pure and undefiled religica, we shail spare no pen 
to unmask and expose that crafticst p all be. 
prigst-craFrt. The colun nsof Pla‘n Truth 
open to all—influenced ty All sectarion €0Me — 
troversivs will be carefully aveided. We sball de- 
pice t 


\ 

















& 
or 


f 


vote our whole scule to the purpose 
“ pious *rauds” ond ccrrupticna, of every. sect Vd 
denominaticn. Cur mctto sball te “ The truth, the 
whole t:uth, and nothing tut the truth.” 4 
THE PUBLISHERS. __ 
r : ~~ a8 
NEW SUBSCRIBERS ~%. 
CAN be accommodated with the 








the present Volume, 
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ee eal: 


EEF? 


Co] 


elat 


— 


Petr 


ERELLES 


LH 


